Giant condyloma acuminatum of the anorectum (Buschke-Lowenstein tumour): a case report of conservative surgery.
Giant condyloma acuminatum of the anorectum (Buschke-Lowenstein tumour) is a rare interesting infectious disease caused by the papillomavirus serotypes 16 and 18. In January 2002 a 47-year-old heterosexual male presented with Buschke-Lowenstein tumour and reported having had the disease for 12 years. The patient underwent thorough screening for sexually-transmitted diseases (which proved negative), abdominal CT, transanal US-endoscopy, inguinal ultrasound, chest X-ray and anorectal manometry, which revealed only localized disease. He was treated conservatively with radical local excision of the lesions. No postoperative complications were observed. Twelve months after surgery, there has been no local or remote recurrence and faecal continence is normal. The treatment of choice for Buschke-Lowenstein tumour is controversial; there is no evidence to support the need for demolitive surgery or chemo- and/or radiotherapy. The majority of authors prefer abdominoperineal amputation, but in our opinion conservative surgery is the best choice, especially in terms of the patient's quality of life.